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Philomath Fire Department

P.O. Box 161 Philomath, Oregon 97370
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 "H" street, Suite 222
Washington, DC 20554

Attn:

I am wri~in9 on behalf of t~e Phi omath RFPD .#,\.and other
volunteer 'f1re departments 1n Benton County.W1th the
proposed FCC Docket 92-235, our agency would be required
to replace all of our hand-held mobiles and fixed-base
equipment, at a tremendous cost, to a new system that
would give us inferior performance compared to our
existing system.

It has taken our agency many years to finally have its
radio needs met and to budget for a complete replacement
would create a deficiency 1n other funds that are having
difficulty meeting the needs of the department, ie
protective clothing, bloodborne pathogens requirements,
etc. OUr department is a large volunteer agency. Smaller
departments with equally smaller bUdqets will have an even
more difficult time meeting these requirements to make the
changes.

We also have problems with the terrain in our county that
a reduced talk range would create further problems 1n
communication.

Please don't try to fix problems for us that we don't
have.

Sincerely,

Dennis SchiedlerL.~ ~

Chief -:J CJ
mg
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